


.;:day “He' offered no ‘detalls,
 saying only that “it was &
:verypmductive meet ng

. than doubled from. four in’

2012 to 10 the following year,
- jail officials did little to ad-
. dress the sxtuatlon the let:

ter said, ca]]mgmany of the

suicldespreventable )
In-an ‘interview Thurss

day, Supervisor Mark Rid=,
ley-"Thomas * aceused - the -

Sheriff’s - Department “and
the county mental health de-
partment of not taking the
problems in the jails seri-
ously. A federal consent de-
cree would be a black mark

been a constant m the jail”

leader ofthe commission that 'reviewed vioien 3 m t'.he jaﬂs

Mmm Knmsmr

* on the county, amounting to .

“dereliction .of duty" and
“abseonding of responsiblh-
ty,” he said.

“The federal govemment
is saying that they're throw-
ing ... their hands up,” Rid-
ley-Thomas sald. “In other
words, they've given you ev-
ery chance to improve up,
and yowve failed to do 50.”

Aceording - to . Ridley-

Thomas, he and the other
county. supervmors were not
aware until last year of the
2002 agreement, which re-
quired that federatmonitors
penodmalty vimt the jails

and subrmt wntten reports
to the county. He blamed the

county departments in--

clading county attorneys,
whom he said were dealing
with federal officials without

. mformmg theboard. -

OnTuesday, the Board of
Supervisors is scheduled to
consider Ridley‘Thomas
proposal to create a. spe-__
cialty jails unit within the
county counsel’s office. At-
torneys who specialize in jail
issues are needed as the

county negotiates the terms -

of federal oversight and im-
plements mental health re-

surpnse given. t;he Iong‘-
standing cha]lenges that -
have beernra constant inthe

Undersherxff Paul ’I‘anaka
will face each other in the
Nov. 4 sheriff’s election. The
winner would take over for
John Seott, who has served
as interim sheriff since long-
time SheriffLee Bacaretired
sudderﬂy inJ; anuary

cindy. chang@lat}mes com




ties that targets potent _ _
deportable lmmlgrants 2 : arella, an ttorney with
' tht_a Am_erlcan Civil Iﬂbertles -

he ‘idea of having jail- ©' " ‘Both candldates vymgto
employees questmnmgand replaceintenmShenﬁJohn
aking . determinations - Scott in the Noverber elec- |
out’ _txonhave voiced opposition |
' 1See




requests from
- agents except when _
charged with.or. |
a: serious. of- 1

stateandlocal gove ents -
across | the ‘cou try have "
Acrs hinki_l._lgtne" €

dictions

0N ;DAL
287(g} has de

75 to 35 in Tecent years,ICE &
75 L recenl YO ey

. by the county after }
are - bompleted his sentence and
e e

fained a practice of asking . P
' Jogal law enforcement Offl-. . :
" cials to hold potentially de- - -
_portable inmates peyond.
 thelength of theirjail terms,
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County jails

“dim y11t;’3jy¢fmjﬁ—i-ﬁfés£ed,,fﬁ"-g-',Assis_tax_it- Sheriff, Terri
noisy,_pnsanitary, cra_mped McDonald, ‘who _OVersees.

and crowded” living condi-: custody operalions, said in
tions that exacerbated in- o written statement that
‘mates’ mental distress. Af- her depariment is in.discus-
“ter suicides more than dou- sions with the DOJ, “but it
_bled, from four in 2012 10 1s premature to discuss any

ears: 16'ft_hcfollovsringyear,‘jail:.qf_-:- specifics.” -

*ficials did little to address Rich'a;.d_=_Weisg, acting .
) :tﬁie's_ituation,_the letter said, counly: ;_g:ou_nse},.tol_d-_ the.
' calling many of the suicides newspaper he had received
3 prjeventabl_e-.,_',f ST adraftof ‘the consent de-

o A_'cons_entidéctje_é would. cree and confirmed. that

L ‘be.overseen by.a federal. county attorneys met awith
ng: -judge and probably. cost. federal officials Thursday..
)=: the ;cougty.m_illions of dol-  He offered no .details, say-
o lars 10 implement, accord-- g only that “it wasavery.:
ed “ingto the Times. - . productive meeting” ..




ng, Molina ‘said, was newlan=.

flaws guage that didn’t require Immi- .
' :fgt'a,tmn ‘and Customs Enforce-

[ ment to be proactively notified

' every time an inmate was_to be..
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| The agreement was set
'] 1o be considered last week
‘I — the contract expired
| Sept. 29 — but the board
| Postponed making a deci-
sion until Tuesday. =
Several immigrants
rights ‘groups and the
"~ | American Civil Liberties
- Union of Southern Cali-
| fornia urged the board to
'~ refrain from voting on the
contract until a new sher-
.| Hfis elected. Los Angeles
County will cheoose a new
- sheriff on Nov. 4. - e
“Yaroslavsky said he
ranted to see more ac-
untability from the sher-

ply get released.
a;pprova_l, Los
ounty joins Or-
| 1ty as the only
- two entities in California

to remain in the agree-

ment with U.S. Immi-

{ forcement, Nationally,
35 law enforcement agen-
' cies across 18 states are
in 287(g) — named for
the section of code in the
1996 federal immigration

* reform act.
There are nine sheriff’s
- custody assistants that
“ work within the frame-
‘work of the 287(g) program
- five of which are {rained
by ICE to interview jailed
inmates suspected of be-

gration and Customs En--

to clerical work and
g information about
the suspeets.” - I
~ Nicolé Nishi
woman for the T.os
County Sheriff’s
ment, said it is ‘comph-,
ance with all feder I and:
state laws concerning in-
mate releases -after sen-
tences have been served.
Buat -'opppne_ﬁ_ts_' ‘who.
came before the Board of -
Supervisors argued people.
were being Dicked up for
mijsdemeanors and then
were being turned over to.
ICE, . o A

_Blanca Petez 101d the

board through a ‘transla-
tor that she was picked
up for selling candy with-
out a license and when she.
couldn’t produce identifi-

* cation, was thrown in jail
.in Van Nuys. She was then

turped over to ICE and
was transferred 10" two
other jails in Lynwood and
Santa_ AI]&. .. ..: E

.. “Tdidr’t have a eriminal
record before this,” Perey,

-said. “T am not a criminal.

Pm just trying to makea’
fiving> 77T

Molina, who spoke to
Perez in Spanish directly,
said she planned to follow
up on her case. .

Lori Haley, ICE spokes-
woman, said participation
in the 287(g) program re-
mained an important too}
to bolster enforcement
against criminals in the
country illegally,

“The program supports
public safety by identify-
ing potentially dangerous
criminals and ensuring
they are removed from the. .
1.5, rather than being re-

leased back into the com--
'munity,_"’ Haley said. =



